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The experience of completing the multigenre project has been very rewarding.  I was a little concerned when I first began working on it.  I started out with Grace Kelly and there just did not seem to be enough information on her to complete some of the genres I was going to do.  I then decided to change my topic to butterflies.  I am so glad that I did this.  When I changed my topic it’s like suddenly all of my genres fell into place.  I had my outline of my genres when I started and as I began to work, I started to add more and more.  I finally had to cut my self off and say, “Ok, that’s all I need to do”.  


Through completing this project, I have come to discover a lot about learning.  I have always known that I was a very hands-on learner, but putting this project together has made that even clearer to me.  As I added pieces and used my research to write my text pieces, I really began to pick up more and more information on butterflies.  I discovered pictures of butterflies I had never seen before and have retained facts about them that I will be able to use to provide the students in my classroom with background knowledge when we study butterflies.  I think that sometimes we as teachers limit our students’ creative side by giving them bland assignments.  If we did more assignments and projects like this one, I think they would be so much more excited about learning.  I know that once I really dove into the project, it became fun and exciting to see how I could put the information together.   This project for me was very engaging.  Once I got started, I didn’t know when to stop.  There was idea after idea on things to add for my topic.  When students are engaged, they are really going to pick up information better and retain that information for years to come.  This project is one that I will never forget.  I am so proud of my end product and it feels very rewarding to know that I accomplished it.  Just think, if a 23 year-old feels this way about the project, I bet children would just be so rewarded and feel so excited.


I think that as teachers, it is our responsibility to make sure that students are being engaged to their fullest extent.  I think that it is possible in a kindergarten classroom to work on different genres together and put it all together at the end to create a finalized multigenre piece with their works added behind the ones we did together.  I would let them pick one or two genres that they would like to try.  I would really like to try this with my students next year because I feel that it would really benefit them in seeing different genres this early on in school.  They would go on to other grades and see these genres again.  They would be familiar to them and the students might not be as reluctant to write in these different forms.  

If I was going to have my students complete the multigenre project, I would start at the beginning of the year preparing them for what they will have to do on their own.  I believe that learning about different genres can be made lots of fun.  I feel that this is something that I would really want to invite my students to do.  I think that studying different genres is really important.  To me this is one of the best ways that I have found to incorporate them all together to see if they have understood all that you have been teaching with genres.

I have always dreaded doing research papers.  When I heard about this assignment, I immediately fell back into that same frame of mind thinking back to high school and college when we had to do boring research papers.  I always felt after finishing them that I really had not learned that much because I was so focused on putting the information into the text and making sure all my sources and information were correct.  During this project, all those things came across my mind but I didn’t feel bogged down with all of that stuff because it wasn’t a long research paper.  I was more concerned with how I was presenting the information within the right genres that I had picked.  I feel that I learned just as much, if not more, doing the multigenre project on butterflies as opposed to doing a regular research paper.  I think being able to be creative really helped to show off the information that I had collected and put into the pieces.

During this project I feel like I went through a lot of the steps that we read about in Writing Without Boundaries by Suzette Youngs and Diane Barone (2007).  I agree with the authors that if you are going to do a project like this you must provide the scaffolding for the students so that they do not get lost and confused with the project. 

Before you can even start to give students the multigenre assignment you have to provide them with the knowledge of different genres.  Youngs and Barone  (2007) state in the second chapter of their book that ”There needs to be modeling and direct instruction as to the structure of possible genres and on how to write such genres with support before students can be successful independently.” (p. 6)  I truly believe what they are saying.  If students don’t know what a genre is or what types of genres there are, then you cannot expect them to be able to write in that form.  I think that a great way to do this would to use Youngs and Barone’s writing workshop method.  This gives students a chance to experience different types of genres in text that they are reading in class.  After they have read several of these genres and examined how these genres are written, they will begin to write in these types of genres themselves.  I also like how they used whole group and small group work time in their classroom.  I feel that this is a great way to get students ready to complete the multigenre project.   
I think that by teaching children about different genres you will be able to lead them into creating authentic writing.  In Chapter 10 of Best Practices in Writing Instruction Boscolo and Gelati (2007) talk about how “Both literary and everyday writing can be used fruitfully to make students aware of the different ways in which thoughts and feelings can be authentically expressed.” (p. 207)  I think that when students take the genres that they have learned and put their thoughts and the information they have gathered together, they are creating this authentic writing that the authors are talking about.  Suddenly the writing they are doing is not just because they have to, but because there is a purpose and they can use their own creativity to complete the writing.  
When you are teaching genres, I do feel that you need to model how to create a genre like the one you are studying.  I feel that you do this by providing them with scaffolding for each genre.  I think you could make charts that describe what each genre that you study looks like.  As a teacher you do not want your students to feel like they do not have any support when they are writing these genres.  I think that is why the posters would be great.  
What I like most about the book Writing Without Boundaries is that it describes step by step how to implement the multigenre project into a classroom and provide your students with great opportunities for writing while providing the scaffolding for them to do it on their own.  In chapter 6, of Best Practices in Writing Instruction, Graham and Harris (2007) state that “A basic goal in helping developing writers become good planners is to create a writing environment in which planning is valued.” (p. 123).  I really think that Youngs and Barone really target what Graham and Harris are saying.  In their book, they provide many methods to making the student learn to organize their thoughts and their writing.  They first provide a Multigenre Writing Proposal sheet on page 32.  This allows the student to write out their thoughts on what genres they will use and to who they will be targeted.  I also like how they provided their students with a Multigenre Goal sheet so that students could keep up with how they were doing and also see the progress they were making.  Another technique they used was peer conferences.  “Peer conferencing during a multigenre writing unit can be very helpful to move children forward with their writing” (Youngs and Barone, 2007, p. 50).  I think that this is true.  Getting feedback and ideas from another person the same age really helps to activate students’ ideas.  They might see something that one student does and think ”oh I could do something like that but change it this way”.  There are many more ideas in Writing Without Boundaries that can really help teachers scaffold this project in their classroom.
I think that multigenre projects are great because they allow students to write and use genres that they see in everyday life.  It is not just teaching them the typical writing like narrative and expository, “Student combine these genres with those that may be more personally relevant to them such as banners, emails, and notes.” (Youngs and Barone, 2007, p. 130)  I think that this makes for a more interesting and meaningful project for the student.  
Another thing that I thought was very important about the multi genre article is that it allows students to reflect on what they have done.  I like that they have to justify why they used the genres that they used.  This requires the students to be held accountable for their work and it also gives the teacher insight into why they chose that genre and if they understand what they were supposed to learn.  By providing these defenses/reflections “we provide a possible teacher evaluation of strengths and the needs of the final product and the writing process.” (Youngs and Barone, 2007, p. 112)  I agree with this.  A teacher can evaluate a student’s success on writing and other work by what they can tell you about what they have done.  It also shows up in their writing.  If they can explain their ideas clearly then you know they have gotten the concept.
I really enjoyed completing this project and have learned a lot from it.  I will carry the information that I learned about genres and making projects fun and exciting into my classroom.  I really want to target more genres in my classroom over the rest of this year and start at the beginning of next year doing a better job of branching out and teaching more than just the basic genres.
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