Defense for Multigenre Butterfly Project

I decided to complete my multigenre project on butterflies for a couple of reasons.  One reason was that I had two great poems that I had created earlier in this class.  I wanted to be able to include them in something that would showcase them.  Another reason was that I teach kindergarten, and in kindergarten we study butterflies.  I feel that by doing this project on butterflies I will be able to use it as an example in my classroom to show my students different types of genres that they may have never seen before. I do not just have to pull it out when we are doing butterflies; I can pull it out throughout the whole year when we start learning about a new genre.  Finally butterflies have always been something I have been interested in learning more about.  I know about their life cycle and other basic information but not about where different species of butterflies live or where they migrate to and etc.  I thought this would be really fu to do research on.  I will also be able to bring in the knowledge I have learned from completing this project into my classroom to help create background knowledge for my students when we complete our butterfly unit.

Parts of a Butterfly—I started off my scrapbook by labeling the basic parts of the butterfly.  I feel that this is important to learn when a student is studying butterflies.  It helps them to understand why they are classified as an insect.  It is also good for them to learn the correct terminology.
The Life Cycle of a Butterfly—I put the life cycle of a butterfly next because I think it is very important to know how the butterfly’s life is formed and the changes that occur throughout its lifetime.  You have to know this information to understand how they became a butterfly.  Learning about life cycles is also part of kindergarten’s NCSCOS.

A Letter from Catti Pillar—the letter from the caterpillar to his mom was put in to show how I think a caterpillar might be feeling before he transforms into a butterfly.  I also thought that it was a great example of a friendly letter, which is a genre that I think is always good to teach and is in the NCSCOS.

I Am a Butterfly—I included my I poem so that the viewers could step into the shoes of what the life of a butterfly might be like.  I also wanted them to be able to envision what a butterfly might be thinking.
Where Do Butterflies Live?—I included labeled maps of the United States to show where different species of butterflies live.  I also placed a picture of the butterfly beside the map so that people would know what it looks like.
Hello from Mexico!—I placed this postcard in my book that had one monarch writing to another monarch to let them know how things were down there.  I know that a lot of my students might not have ever seen a postcard so I thought that it would be a fun genre to introduce.  We would then be able make them in class and send them to their homes.  I like to try to include real life examples in my class of things students might use.  I think this is a perfect example.

What is Camouflage—this was one of the last pieces I decided to add to my scrap book.  I wanted to find a creative way to explain why some butterflies are camouflaged and some are not.  This is what popped into my mind.  I think that it is an exciting way to introduce that information and to introduce students to newspaper and magazine articles as a genre.

Wedding Butterfly Ad—I placed this ad for buying butterflies to release at a wedding because I thought it was a creative and fun way to incorporate ways that butterflies are used.  I also thought it was a great way to show an ad.
Fun Facts—I included this fun fact page to provide interesting information that I was not able to fit in on the other pages.

Butterfly Acrostic Poem—I included my acrostic poem because it gives some great detail about butterflies and I think it really shows how you can use words just right to make a piece of writing sound beautiful.

How to Make a Butterfly Garden—I chose to add this in as my last piece because so many people love butterflies.  I thought that this would be a great way to show everyone that they can make their very own garden in their back yard.  I also think that teaching students to write a how to on something is great.
